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[177] CHAPTER XII.
OF THE SEMINARY FOR THE HURONS.

UR glorious Father and founder, St. Ignace,
upon being informed from various places that
his children were meeting with great opposi-

tion in their holy enterprises, rejoiced greatly there-
at, saying that the affairs of God were wont to begin
in trials and humiliations, and finally would end in
glory,—even going so far as to have a poor opinion
of the establishment of our Society in any Province,
if he learned that it had been received with so much
honor, and with so general an approbation of its
functions, that it had met with no resistance. If
Crosses and trials are the most solid foundations of
the edifice which is to raise its pinnacle to Heaven,
the Seminary for the Hurons is very well established.
Its birth is full of labor, its first steps full of sadness;
I pray God that its end may be accompanied [178]
by joy and peace. Your Reverence having written
to us that we should try to begin a Seminary, as God
seemed to be disposing some good souls to endow it,
I wrote to Reverend Father de Brebceuf to send us
some little Hurons. Our Fathers who are in that
country immediately set about finding some; from a
great number of children, they chose twelve very
fine lads, and appointed Father Antoine Daniel to
care for these young plants. The final arrangements
were made throughout the country; the Father em-
bzrked to come down here, hoping his Pupils would



